Obituary 

James  W.  Reese 
Claimed  by  Death 


Well  -  Known  Miner  and 
Churchman  Dies  at  Hi* 
Home  in  West  Scranton 


James  W.  CAthenydd)  Reese,  miner, 
churchman  and  writer,  died  yesterday, 
morning  at  9:40  o'clock  in  his  home. 
141  Fllmore  avenue.  Mr.  Reese,  ™*c 

resided  In  this'  "City"  for  more'lnan  jv 
haltrcen tury ^.was -in. his  eightleUi'y ear; 

He  Is  survived  by  his  widow,  iwo  sons", 
Dan  J.  Reese  .and  Walter.  Reese,  of 
New  York  city;  two  daughters,  Mrs. 
William  Ruch  and  Mrs.  Silas  Powell, 
of  Underwood;  twelve  grandchildren, 
a  great  grandchild.  Had  he  lived  he 
would  have  celebrated  his  fifty-fifth 
wedding  anniversary  May  .10.  v 

Mr..  Reese  was  born,  in  Aberdare, 
South. Wales,  and  came  to  America  in 
1870,  settling  In  West  Scranton .  where 
he  lived  all  of  his  life. .  In  1874  -he  was 
married  to  Miss  Prances  Davies 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  J., Davies, 
late  of  South  Filmore  avenue.'  and  one 
of  the  singers  in  the  undefeated  "Cam- 
bro  ,  American  Choir"  of  the  recon¬ 
struction  period. 

Following  his  occupation  of  aifllncrp 
Mr.  Reese. worked  as  a  gangway  driver 
and  became  affiliated  with  the  miners^ 
unions.  He  served  as  a-  treasurer' -of 
Local-  No.  1428,  U.  M.  W„  and  served' 
as  a  representative  to  many  district- 
conventions.  He  also  served  on  the 
state  miners’.  e.ramining  board  •  for 
twelve,  years  and  on  the  state  mine 
foreman  examining  body  for  fifteen 
years. 

A  thorough  church  believer  and  a 
constant  and  faithful  attendant,  Mr. 
Reese. .since -his  twelfth  year. was  af¬ 
filiated. -with-  church,  congregation. 
He. , was.  a  charter  member  of  the  Tab* 
emacle  Congregational  chnrch'  and  its 
IniUaL.racor<Aing_sE  ere  tary-.W  ell-known.- 
threttghoufr.  the-  valley  among the, 
churches  of  that  denomination,  he  was 
elected  . .AjnxxUrater,  .of  the  "  Welsh; 


churches  of  the  nortneastem  CUSU  iCb. 

..  Mr.  Reese  also. devoted  a  large. part 
of  his  time  to’ social  activities  and 
played  a  prominent  role  in  the  staging' 
of  eisteddfods-.,  in  this  section  many; 
years  ago.  He- was  a  member;  of  the, 
Welsh  Philosopical  society  and- -in  thatl 
capacty  aided  materially  towards  ,theJ 
conducting  of  the  eisteddfodT-at-  Blyt-J 
sion  street  and  Hyde  Park*  avenue  In* 
1880.  '  ... 

He  was  elected  secretary  of .  the.  Gy;  > 
manfa,  an  association  of  the-Congrei 
gational  churches  in  Northeaster^ 
Pennsylvania,  in  1887.  When. Miss  Ro* 
slna  Davies,  the  noted  Welsh,  evangel^ 
istic  arrived'  here  from  Wales;  -he  per¬ 
sonally  arranged  a  schedukJtaith*T-C 
.her  Journcy„through  the— prlncipi 
-Welsh  settlements  In  the  nation.-'  TT1 

Deeply  interested  ir  fraternal  "weW 
, fare;- -Mr.. Reese  helped  in  the- organ! -1 
zation  of  -  Electric  Ci  ,.y  commanderyi 
.No.  177,  Knights  of  Malta,-  and  re-1 
mained  a  member- to  his  death  ,  : 

Mr.' Reese  was  at  writer  of  consider¬ 
able  ability  and"  for  years  was  the! 
Scranton  correspond  at  for  ‘.-The? 
Drych,”  a  newspaper  j.:  Wales.-  He -also 
won  many  prizes  fo;  nis  poems  sub¬ 
mitted  in  competltioi.  t  eisteddfods^* 


